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Dental Care

A donkey’s teeth have to last a lifetime, they can’t get tooth replacements like humans do. Therefore it is important to look after your donkey’s teeth appropriately.

Donkeys’ teeth are divide into incisors {cutting teeth}at the front, and molars {grinding teeth} at the back. As with humans, donkeys have milk teeth, which are later replaced by permanent teeth.

A donkey’s teeth continously grow throughout most of his life time, natural wear occurs through the daily chewing of food. And this is where the problem starts if the teeth are neglected. The donkey’s upper jaw is wider than the lower jaw and this, in conjunction with the criss-cross movement of the jaws as the donkey eats, causes the teeth to wear unevenly. The outside of the upper teeth and the inside of the lower teeth will develop sharp edges will can lead to severe discomfort and problems with eating and digestion. The teeth require regular rasping by a professional equine dentist to maintain a level surface. From the age of 2, every donkey should get a yearly check-up throughout his whole life to make sure that his teeth stay in good condition.

