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Feeding

Every donkey’s favourite pastime is eating, and it is not surprising, since his ancestors spent more than half a day foraging for food in the hot and dry desert conditions of his origin. The digestive system of our donkeys today has adapted to these harsh living conditions and is made for optimal utilization of the food available to them.

That’s why the lush, moist introduced coastal pastures can be our donkeys’ downfall. Too much protein rich grass can lead to obesity and laminitis. Our native grasses on the other hand are a very good food source as they provide low protein high fibre roughage, which is the most important part of the donkey’s diet.

Depending on the amount of grass available to your donkey, and also in winter and during dry periods, your donkey may require hay as a supplement to his grass. Grass hay, oaten hay and barley hay are all appropriate for your donkey’s needs. Lucerne hay is not recommended as it is too rich in proteins and can cause diarrhoea and obesity.

1-2 biscuits of hay per day, depending on the amount of grass available, the size of your donkey and his workload, are normally sufficient to see him through the leaner grass periods. Observing your donkey’s condition is important, so that changes in the food ration can be made according to his condition. 

If your donkey has any special dietary needs {large workload, pregnant, growing/foal, aged, health problems} contact your veterinarian to talk about suitable feeds available.

Your donkey should have a salt & mineral lick block, which he can access at all times. That way he can stock up on any missing minerals and vitamins by himself. FRESH water has to be available to your donkey at all times.

Don’t feed your donkey human foods like biscuits, cakes and chocolate. They can be harmful to your donkey’s digestive system and will give him a painful tummy.

The occasional fruit or vegetable is fine, as long as everything is given in moderation and not every day.
