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Paddock & Shelter Info

Your donkeys need a paddock of a minimum of 5 acres {2 hectares} for 2 donkeys, to have plenty of room to exercise and grass to eat. The fence around the paddock needs to be safe, with post and rail fencing being the safest but also expensive.5 strands of plain wire or electric fence are a cheaper but also safe alternative. If plain wire is used, it has to be tensioned properly, as loose wire can be very dangerous. Barbed wire is not recommended as it can cause the most terrible injuries.

Your donkeys’ paddock has t be free from any rubbish like old machinery, old fencing wire or house hold rubbish, as all these foreign objects are health and safety hazards.

The paddock also has to be free from poisonous plants, as some can be very dangerous to hungry little donkeys. To find out about poisonous plants in your area, contact your local council or look up their web site.

In our warm and temperate australian climate a stable is not necessarily needed but a shelter from sun, wind and rain IS NEEDED! Adequate in size {ALL your donkeys have to fit under the roof comfortably with room to spare}, with 3 closed-in sides and a waterproof roof and draught free, your donkeys will be in comfort all the time. The ground should be dry and not slippery, the opening side should face the mildest weather conditions. Feed bins can be put under the shelter, so that your donkeys can eat out of the sun and rain. A salt & mineral lick block can also be hung up in the shelter and a water trough placed nearby.

Trees in the donkeys’ paddock can act as additional shelter, but they should be fenced in at donkey height, because donkeys love to chew off the bark.

It is handy to have a yard in front of the shelter made out of post and rail fencing. It can be used as a handling area where you do your grooming, hoof care, etc.

When building a shelter for your donkeys, always keep the donkeys safety in mind. There should be no sharp, protruding edges, screws, or bolts that your donkey could get caught on and hurt himself.
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