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SHOWING – FROM THE PADDOCK TO PRESENTATION
By Wendy Look


Training At Home:
There are a number of things that you can do at home, in familiar surroundings to help your donkey / mule to be more tractable at a show.

· To prepare for floating / trucking lead and feed your pet in the horse float. If you don’t have a float lead and feed in a confined space e.g. An old milking bail or small stable. 

· Lead over different surfaces e.g. Concrete, lines on the bitumen, draw lines on your driveway, I know someone who did!!! Also hang bunting, plastic shopping bags-the items that surround show rings. 

· Tie a ribbon or sash around your donkey / mule’s neck, hopefully the judge will try to award you a ribbon. 

· Play the radio in the work yard or stable to introduce some "noises". 

· Feed and water from the feed containers that you will use at the show. A flapping hay bag can be very scary on the day if you have not introduced it previously. New is not always best. Also equines will drink more happily from light coloured containers. It is helpful to bring some of your own water to a show (a) so that the animal will drink it and (b) it takes the stress out of trying to find the taps at the show grounds. 

· Pick up and clean out the hooves but not always in the same order. Run your hand down the leg, firmly pick up the hoof and perhaps introduce a cue e.g. Voice command for picking up. In unhandled cases it may help to use a long / broad piece of webbing (nothing nylon) around the hoof to lift it from a distance until trust is built up. On occasions I have bitted the animal and of course tied him or her up before picking up the hooves. 

· Groom thoroughly at home. This reduces the fear factor when the judge places his / her hand on your exhibit especially along the back and flanks. 

· Do a mock workout at home – walk, trot, stop and back a few paces. It may also help to have another person pretend to be the judge and to walk around with other animals, even the dog on a lead. 

· Teach to tie up and in the early stages (ok on the day too) I like to put a thick strap around the neck as well as tying from the halter. This avoids too much pressure on the points behind the ears and nose if the animal is startled and pulls. 

· Never rush your learning together. Stay calm and end each practice with a positive, such as a good brushing. 

Your Equipment Box:

It is a good practice to have a container of small items to assist with grooming and presentation. This is only a suggested list and you will be surprised how creative you can be when you forget things!!

· Thick brush for removing manure etc from coat 

· Finer brush for finish 

· Hoof pick 

· Hoof black and brush 

· Sponge and small bucket (to clean face) 

· Black elastic bands and ribbon if you wish 

· Old towel for the animal and yourself 

· Scissors and pocket knife 

· Bot knife to clean off eggs 

· Baby oil can be useful for glossing around eyes and muzzle but don’t over do it 

· Led in halter and lead 

· Spare halter and lead 

Your Clothes:

While the animal is being judged in the show ring, it is important for you to look good too. Equine history has a tradition of "Suitable Attire" for showing. At Royal Show level you cannot enter the ring without a hat, boots and coat. You do not need to go to great expense just aim to be neatly dressed. If possible colour coordinate for example a maroon tie and maroon lead rope.

· Have preferably boots or filled in shoes (clean and polished) 

· A Hat 

· Trousers / long skirt 

· Shirt / blouse 

· Tie / scarf 

· Coat / waist coat 

· No personal stud insignia on shirts or coats in led ins. At many Royal Shows breed displays, everyone wears a dustcoat to give uniformity.  

What the Judge is looking for – Presentation and the Led In:

Nominate for your classes well before their schedules starting time and when you enter the ring follow the steward’s directions. He may take your entry ticket, if that is the system, and you will usually circle with the other competitors at the walk. This is to allow the animals to settle and stretch their legs if they have been waiting for some time. It is a time for you to get the animal moving, check the ring and any potential hazards and pace yourself. Then the steward stands the competitors in a line.

For Best Presented class you may not have to do an individual work out, as it is the overall appearance, not the conformation that is being assessed.

Presentation is the appearance of the animal, handler and equipment.

The judge looks for the cleanliness of the animal, well groomed, feet trimmed, picked out, hooves blacked. In good condition, clean face, lack of body scurf and with coat length according to season.

The handler should be in suitable attire as previously discussed.

The equipment should be clean and well fitting. A young animal may be in a halter and an older animal may be shown in a bitted halter. Really it is what works for you, however, you can check in the show schedule for any of their rules. The Led In is the animal’s conformation balanced with its tractability in the work out. The animal is viewed by the judge according to its breed or type. A miniature jenny donkey can be entered in the same class as a large jenny of Australian type. The classes are usually Male, Female and Gelding. If there is the case the judge will take age into consideration as an older animal has more growth and muscling. So don’t worry if the judge asks for your exhibit’s age as this is why!

Conformation is how the animal is "put together" it should show some strength along its back and have depth, width in the chest. The legs should be strong and well set under the body with evidence of good bone. The hooves are neat and slightly sloping from the coronet to tip of toe. The head should show a clear honest eye, well set long ears and reasonably large nostrils. The neck should be well set onto the body, show strength and not be over fat or cresty on the top of the neck. The tail is set on a well conditioned and not over fat rump. Colour is only a factor where is relates to breed and breed type. For example, a donkey evolved in a harsh climate may have dark pigment around the muzzle, eyes, ears to reflect heat and prevent cancers. Tractability is assessed in the workout. It usually involves leading the animal at the walk, trot and maybe backing for a few paces.

The work out shows the conformation in action. Therefore the animal should walk in it’s own tracks "track up" and look purposeful and honest. Stand the donkey, mule as square as possible to exhibit a true impression of its conformation.

If you can, try not to block the judge’s view of your exhibit with your body.

During the workout you lead from the near side and stay on the outside of the circle where possible.
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