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Vaccination

Every donkey should be vaccinated against 2 common diseases, Tetanus {also called lockjaw} and Strangles. 

Tetanus is a mostly serious and distressing condition, with a death rate of 80%. It is caused by an organism, which harbours in the ground and enters the bloodstream through an open wound {or scratch}, or by activation of the tetanus spores, which are normally found in all muscle tissues of all animals, by simple tissue bruising, such as a bump.

Strangles is a highly contagious bacterial infection. It is passed on through contact to other equines or equipment like feed bins and water troughs. In the first stages it resembles a cold, but as it worsens, the glands around the throat region at the back of the jaw, swell causing great difficulty in swallowing. These swellings abscess and normally burst out, but this may not happen in all cases and then the swelling can constrict the airways, burst internally and toxins enter the bloodstream.

Vaccinating your donkey is the only safe way to make sure that your long eared friend will not have to suffer from any of the 2 diseases.

Your donkey will need a course of 2-3 injections, followed by yearly boosters. Talk to your veterinarian for help with the immunisation program.

