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Grooming
 In the wild, donkeys are “groomed” by companions in the herd. You can observe donkeys in the field scratching each other, and on their own, rolling and scratching themselves to remove mud and dust as well as sweat and loose hair, which in combination with the massage action promotes circulation, and cell and coat renewal. In the wild, grooming is an enjoyable process for the donkey as it includes relaxation and helps him “bond” with his companions. The domesticated donkey needs his human partner to take over that role and task.

· Some reasons for grooming your donkey include:

· To remove mud, dust and old hair and improve his overall appearance

· To notice any injuries or irregularities, for example ticks, little cuts and scratches, lumps, etc.

· To stimulate the blood flow to the skin, which improves the condition of the skin

· To bond and spend time with your donkey, which will build a pleasant friendship with your donkey, as all donkeys enjoy a thorough groom.

· For young donkeys, it is an important part of the process of getting to know and trust their new herd leader, the human.

Basic Contents of your Grooming Kit:
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Generally, the grooming process begins with the removal of mud and old hair, starting at the top of the horse’s head and working down. The rubber curry comb is the most effective tool for this. It is used in a circular, massaging motion on the soft parts of the body. It should never be used for the head and lower legs, where a softer dandy brush should be used. 

Once the worst dirt has been removed, a body brush is used in short but sweeping strokes in the direction of the hair growth to remove the finer dust. After every few sweeps, swipe the brush over the rubber curry comb {held in your free hand} to clean the bristles from dust and loose hair. Areas such as under the belly and between the legs should not be forgotten.

The donkey’s head carefully gets brushed with a soft body brush. Eyes and nostrils are cleaned with a moist sponge. A separate sponge is used to clan around the dock and anus {mark your sponges so that they don’t get mixed up!!!}.

The donkey’s mane and tail should only be detangled with your fingers to avoid pulling too many hairs out. For special occasions and general neatness the donkey’s mane can be trimmed carefully to one even length {the less, the better, it’s not like donkeys have a lot of mane anyway}.

Use a hoof pick to clean out your donkey’s feet. Stand facing the rear of your donkey close to his leg. Run your hand down his leg until you reach the fetlock joint {the joint above his hoof} and ask your donkey to lift his hoof. If he does not lift his hoof, push your shoulder gently against him to shift his weight to the other side. Clean out the foot, making sure no rocks are caught in the grooves of the frog {see picture} and guide the hoof back to the ground, don’t just let it drop. Make sure your feet are not right under the donkey, otherwise it could get uncomfortable for your feet when you let the donkey’s hoof down.

· Some little safety tips when grooming and being around donkeys in general:

· Do not kneel or sit down next to your donkey, always make sure you can get out of the way quickly if he gets a fright

· Do not squeeze under your donkey’s neck between the tie up ring and your donkey {if he gets a fright behind him, he will jump on top of you}

· Keep one hand on the donkey’s rump as you go around his rear, that way he knows you are there and won’t get a fright

· Stand in the correct position when picking out feet

· ALWAYS wear closed shoes when around donkeys

· When tying up 2 or more donkeys next to each other, leave enough room between them so you can safely move around them.







_1287566653.doc
[image: image1.png]






